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The importance of the subject is demonstrated by the complexity of the military
education system, whose mission was to train platoon and company commanders (cavalry
squadrons and artillery batteries) and staff officers (graduates of the Superior School of War) so
that they would have the necessary skills to manage complex situations in the tactical field. The
subject is of particular significance in view of the fact that in the period of time to which we have
referred, military education has had to train and specialize military personnel with the ranks of
second lieutenant, lieutenant and captain to meet new challenges, taking into account the
technical evolution of the weapons used by the belligerents and the combat tactics used in the
Second World War. The relevance of the theme is also highlighted by the role it played in the
program of modernization and reform of the Romanian Army, initiated in the historical period to
which we refer, as a response to the security risks to which Romania was exposed and also as a
support to its military commitments.

The choice of the topic was motivated by the need to understand the process through
which the professional training of an important category of military personnel belonging to the
Romanian Army, mainly represented by the junior officers during the Second World War, was
formed and completed. We tried to achieve this goal by knowing and presenting the way in
which the theoretical and practical notions of the educational programs based on the military
doctrine adopted by the Romanian state were conceived, transmitted and appropriated. It also
followed the way in which the information taught in military schools and military training
centers were applied in real combat conditions and the results obtained.

In the context of the political-military developments of the late 1930s and the
demonstration of the fragile, ineffective character that characterized the inter-war alliance

system, the Romanian authorities once again confirmed the need and importance of having a



military body capable of responding promptly and effectively to changes in the status quo at the
European level. The decision makers understood that national security was conditioned by the
existence of an armed force capable of resisting the expansionist actions of neighboring states.
Looking back at the way in which the Romanian Army participated in the Great War, in the full
dimension of human, technical and operational involvement, the authorities understood relatively
late the importance of permanent training of military personnel and the provision of modern
technology.

The defense of the state could be achieved through the training and constant
improvement of an officer corps distinguished not only by an authentic patriotic sentiment, an
unquestioning loyalty to national values, but above all by a thorough theoretical and practical
training, whose applicability leads to the desired results. We set out to demonstrate that there was
a close causal link between the quality of education in military training institutions, the
armaments used by the combat units and the positive and negative consequences on the
battlefield.

We set out to argue that the military education system, although characterized by a
certain degree of complexity, by the existence of several types of institutions with
responsibilities in the field of training and professional specialization (military high schools,
schools for active and reserve officers, weapons training centers, Superior School of War), it was
confronted with numerous shortcomings in the training of cadres for the use of certain weapons
and services that had experienced a marked development in the years prior to Romania's entry
into the war (tanks, armored cars, self-propelled guns, anti-aircraft guns, signals, aviation, navy).

Our intention was to present the fact that in the absence of an adequate infrastructure, in
an attempt to make up for this gap, several categories of military personnel (senior officers,
junior officers, officer cadets, non-commissioned officers, non-commissioned officer cadets,
military masters and lower ranks) were sent to the German state to follow different forms of
schooling. The aim was to develop the necessary skills that would allow them, in a first stage, to
perform the functions of instructors within the different structures (military schools, training
centers, sedentary parts of the units engaged on the front), preparing, with the help of the modern
acquired technology, the soldiers of the Romanian Army for future combat missions in the spirit

of an offensive military doctrine.



Our intention was to present the fact that in the absence of an adequate infrastructure, in
an attempt to make up for this gap, several categories of military personnel (senior officers,
junior officers, officer cadets, non-commissioned officers, non-commissioned officer cadets,
warrant officers and lower ranks) were sent to the German state to follow different forms of
schooling. The aim was to develop the necessary skills that would allow them, in a first stage, to
perform the functions of instructors within the different structures (military schools, training
centers, sedentary parts of the units engaged on the front), training, with the help of the modern
acquired armaments, the military personnel of the Romanian Army for future combat missions in
the spirit of an offensive military doctrine.

This thesis aimed to demonstrate how the training and specialization of Romanian Army
officers was carried out in the period of time that coincided with the Second World War. It was
mainly focused on the professional training of lower officers, especially second lieutenants and
lieutenants, ranks that are mentioned and associated in the documents in the category of
subordinate officers. Transforming teenagers, most of whom had no military training, into
commanders capable of leading a sub-unit in combat was a complex process, not easy to
manage, and which could involve a number of difficulties. Physical, psychological, emotional,
behavioral and intellectual development was influenced by a number of factors that sometimes
did not correspond to officially assumed standards.

The collective mind is convinced that a local military action, clearly delimited in terms of
area and purpose, or by extension a large-scale offensive, with ambitious objectives and the
ability to influence the fate of a conflict, are initiatives whose chances of success are influenced
only by the quality of the technique and quantity of munitions used, by the ability to sustain a
war of attrition if necessary. Few people still recognize the importance of the individual in the
equations of contemporary conflicts, claiming the absolute supremacy of the material over the
human being, without understanding that the latter has been, is and will remain the main
protagonist on the battlefields. As a participant in the unfolding of events, man becomes the
subject and object of transformative actions so that he acquires the skills of a fighter, capable of
fulfilling the missions assigned to him.

We have tried to demonstrate that the successes and failures of soldiers who were mere

executors were influenced to the greatest extent by the orders and actions of the commanding



officer who was primarily the result of a professional training process and the exponent of an
organizational culture, of a certain model of a military mentality. The results of the military-
oriented education system were visible not only in every officer school graduate, but also in
every sub-unit commanded by them, in their dual capacity as instructors and leaders during
combat actions. Dissociation is a capital error, as the officer was first and foremost invested with
an authority that was given to him together with the responsibility of bringing together into a unit
the forces, skills and determination of strangers who in time would become closer to him than
blood brothers.

The history of military education in Romania during the Second World War was not,
except to a modest extent, a preoccupation for researchers and academics, including those who
have worned military uniforms, who paid preferential attention to the major events, battles and
personalities that marked the evolution and outcome of the conflict unfolded on a global scale.

This situation has led to the publication of a limited number of reference works and
relevant articles dealing with the educational network that belonged to the Ministry of National
Defence/ Ministry of War, including the training and specialization of officers of the Romanian
Army. The books identified so far have been useful to support our approach, constituting a
starting point for a more specific research, represented by a single category of military personnel
and at the same time more in-depth, given the objective of gradually following the professional
training of young men who were part of the command cadres of the Romanian Army. There are a
limited number of books presenting the history of training institutions that operated before or
during the conflict.

Another category of sources were memoirs and diaries written by participants in the
events, in which they presented information about their studies, their participation at the front
and sometimes their experience as prisoners. A narrow sub-category of memoirs can be
distinguished, that of military personnel who attended schools for active officers in the German
state, some of whom hesitated for a long time to describe their military training and career, given
the post-war politico-military changes and the marginalization they were subjected to.

The unpublished historical sources were mainly represented by archival documents kept
at: the Archive of the National Council for the Study of Security Archives Bucharest, the
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(Central Archive Depository) - Pitesti, the National Historical Central Archives Bucharest and
the Bundesarhiv-Militérarhiv Freiburg im Breisgau. Particularly useful for our study were the
funds from the Romanian National Military Archives - Bucharest, which allowed us to better
understand the context in which they were established, the functioning and development of the
educational institutions. Oral history interviews with witnesses of the political and military
events of the inter-war period and during the Second World War were used to complete the
documentation in libraries and archives. They came from both urban and rural backgrounds and
had varied social origins from: peasant families, civil servants, military personnel, etc. The level
of education varied significantly, influenced to a large extent by financial resources: primary and
secondary education, graduates of military and civilian high schools, military schools for active
and reserve officers in Romania, military schools for active officers in the German state.

For a better understanding of the particularities that characterized the institutions
involved in the training and specialization of officers of the Romanian Army from 1941
onwards, it was decided to present them in five separate chapters. The first and the last chapter
represent two exceptions that are justified by the particular nature of the contexts evoked, the
first one presenting the period of reorganization of the army and implicitly of the educational
system, while the last division of the thesis provides information on the schooling and
specialization of Romanian officers in the German state. The appendices contain relevant
information on a number of aspects such as: teaching staff, schoool enrolment figures, military
manuals for different categories of weapons used in military schools in Romania, and numerical
data on the number of officer cadets sent to follow different forms of professional training in
Wehrmacht schools.

In the first chapter, "Military education in Romania at the beginning of the Second World
War (1939-1941)", we aimed to make an introduction on the network of high schools, schools
and training centers that belonged to the Ministry of National Defense, presenting the mission of
these institutions, the degree of evolution and the conditions to which they had to adapt after the
territorial cessions of the summer and autumn of 1940. We considered it necessary to highlight
the role of the German Military Training Mission and its contribution to the reorganization of the

Romanian Army in accordance with the principles of a new military training doctrine and the



real, quantifiable results that were obtained, while pointing out the shortcomings and
dysfunctions of this first process of military collaboration between the two countries.

The second chapter, "Military schools for active officers (1941-1945)" had as its
objective to know the importance of the institutions with the main tasks in the training of future
platoon and company commanders for different weapons and specializations belonging to the 3
categories of forces. As a novelty, we first tried to outline the portraits of the young people who
could enroll in the military schools for active officers and the way in which the selection of
future trainees was carried out. Special attention was paid to the school programs, the subjects
studied and the members of the teaching staff who, through effort, commitment and will,
transferred knowledge and a set of values that together influenced the training of future second
lieutenants. Given the process of equipping the army with new equipment, weapons and
armaments, we considered it absolutely necessary to highlight some relevant aspects of the
functioning of the army training centers and how they contributed to the specialization of young
officers. At the same time, we wanted to show the way in which the professional training
environment could have the most varied effects not only on professional skills, but also on the
behavior that future commanders were to have in their relationship with their superiors, but
especially with subordinates.

In the third chapter, "Military schools for reserve officers (1941-1945)", we set out to
correct a misperception about reserve officer schools and the combat valor of their graduates.
Although the terms "reservist" or "reserve" have, over time, been given a more limited meaning
or one that expresses a certain form of mistrust, the reality on the battlefields has shown the
opposite. If from a theoretical point of view the young men who came to study in Ploiesti, Bacau
or Craiova did not belong to the category of those who had a vocation for a military career, most
of them had to prove by deeds that they could be the equal of active officers. We also tried to
argue the value of these structures in the process of modernization of the national defense system
and their importance in supporting the war effort, by educating a significant number of military
personnel whose role in the service of the homeland has been treated with discretion for too long.

Chapter four, "The Superior School of War (1941-1945)" has a special character, being
the only division of the thesis devoted to an in-depth analysis of a single educational institution,

which played a crucial role in the specialized training of staff officers. Its uniqueness did not



mean the allocation of exponential resources during the war, and many sensitive issues and
strained relations with the General Staff were identified. On the basis of the research carried out
so far, we aimed to present the way in which the Superior School of War accomplished its
mission of disseminating the new counter-offensive doctrine to the Romanian Army, while
ensuring the units' needs for a relatively adequate staffing.

The last chapter, "The training and specialization of Romanian officers in Germany
between 1941-1944" represents a novel element, given the fact that military historiography does
not include a comprehensive study with an overview of this subject. We try to argue the
necessity and usefulness of foreign schooling as a direct consequence of a partial evolution of the
military education system in the country. The differences between the two armies were visible in
this field as well, there were both positive (in terms of curriculum, teaching material and
applicability) and negative (adaptation problems, risks of falling in combat during the internship
at the front) aspects in the process of training and professional specialization. We would like to
present the fact that the results obtained until the end of August 1944 were remarkable, by
achieving a qualitative training of Romanian officers superior to the one that could be obtained
in the country.

Thus, in the economy of the paper we aimed to make a critical and objective analysis of
the military education system, in a dimension as complete and relevant as possible for the
training and professional specialization of officers with the ranks of second lieutenant, lieutenant
and captain who wore the uniform of the Romanian Army during the Second World War. Using
an appreciable variety of sources, we have tried to demonstrate the functional character of the
educational network belonging to the Ministry of National Defense/ Ministry of War and the way
in which a series of measures were applied for the development of military schools and weapons
training centers, with the aim of providing better professional training for a larger number of
officer cadets and sub-unit commanders. By highlighting a number of dysfunctions and sensitive
situations, we wanted to present a series of challenges which have sometimes been successfully
managed, sometimes with less significant results.

Military education was a complex subject that received special attention from the
Romanian authorities, particularly the military. The main ideas were discussed at the highest

level (Ministry of War, General Staff), with Marshal lon Antonescu being informed about the



way in which the proposals for reform and reorganization of military education were discussed.
The adopted decisions were forwarded to the educational institutions and weapons training
centers in the form of circular orders, mostly through the 5th Training Section and the various
management bodies (such as the Directorate of Military High Schools, the Directorate of Higher
Military Education, etc.) which also followed the implementation process and the results
obtained.

In conclusion, we consider that military education during the Second World War was a
challenge for the Romanian authorities and a priority. The process of training and specialization
of officers of the Romanian Army, as well as other categories of military personnel, was a
complex undertaking, which took place in several stages, both vertically and horizontally. As an
integral part of a broader project to reform the army, military education has been marked by
numerous shortcomings, sensitive aspects and delicate situations that have had their origin in the
accumulation over time of significant gaps. We believe that the military education system as a
whole has determined the development of the army as a whole, even if the training process has
been conditioned and limited by numerous less positive situations that have been in place since
the inter-war period. We believe that military education has innovated and brought about
fundamental changes, thus (at least in part) succeeding in meeting the real training needs of the
armed forces.

Based on the research carried out so far, we can advance the idea that the main
responsibility for the functioning of military education has been primarily vested to the Head of
State, the Ministry of National Defense and the General Staff, institutions with a decisive role in
the adoption of enforceable decisions. The secondary responsibility was also the responsibility of
each commander of a military educational institution, regardless of the level to which we refer.
The quality of education had a direct influence on the training and professional specialization of
officers, just as the state of armaments and the quantity of ammunition conditioned the firepower
of the units engaged in combat. The front was the supreme test both for officers and for
Romania’s political and military leadership. Leaving aside the shortcomings, indifference and
outdated conceptions, the courage of the young officers, their comradeship towards the fighters

in the trenches and their spirit of sacrifice for the defense of the homeland cannot be questioned.
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